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Introduction

Hasan bin "Ali bin Hasan known as Nasir-i-Kabir is one of the great men of Zaidi sect of third and fourth centuries in
Tabaristan and Dailaman and master of canonical and doctrinal school in northern Iran which has been called “Nasirtya”
after his name. The canonical opinions of Nasir-i-Kabir have been specially given attention and referred by Zaidi ulema of
northern Iran and particularly NasirT jurisprudents, as in the fifth century A.H. the works like Kitab-al-Hasir by Almu ayyid
Billah Abulhusain Hariini, Kitab-al-Bahir by Abulqasim Busti and A/mughni by "All bin Pir Mard Lahijani on his canonical
opinions were written and compiled. But the most important work in the field of canonical opinions of Nasir-i-Kabir is A/-
Ibana written by the renowned NasirT jurisprudent Abi Ja'far Muhammad bin Ya'qiib Hausami which from the time of its
writing in 5" century to two three centuries later was taken into consideration by Nasiri jurisprudents and students of
northern Iran as an educational text. Many commentaries and marginal notes have been written on it and numerous
manuscripts of this book have remained behind.

In order to make available a sample of the text of Al-Ibana and its commentaries and marginal notes to the research
scholars and the special structure of its manuscripts too is visualized in a tangible form for the reader, “Kitab-al-Salat”,
“Kitab-al-Da awr va’l-Bayyinat” and “Kitab-al-Siyar” parts have been published in the original size of the old manuscript of
Al-Ibana preserved in the Islamic Consultative Assembly’s Library (MS. No. 235 of Imam Jum'a-i-Khuyi’s Collection) in
the facsimile form and the photo of whole manuscript has been presented in a CD. The above mentioned parts, due to the
importance of the subjects discussed in them, have been selected for facsimile copy so that according to their contents a
better opportunity is found for more minute analysis of Nasiri Zaid’s devotional, social and doctrinal opinions and
teachings. “Kitab-al-Salar”, “Kitab-al-Da awi va’l Bayyinat’ and “Kitab-al-Siyar” are placed on pp. 117 - 265, 903 — 956
and 1057-1083 of the manuscript respectively. The numbers in red colour which are placed on the margin of pages are also
according to the original manuscript. The manuscript belonging to Majlis (Assembly) Library is void of the name of scribe
and date of calligraphy but Abdulhusain Haeri who has catalogued the manuscript, has considered it to belong to 8" century

A.H.



4 ; Al-Ibana (Kitab-al-Salat, Kitab-al-Da' awi-va’l-Bayyinat, Kitab-al-Siyar)

In the introduction written for the present facsimile edition, the writer by making research on the MS. of Al-Ibana
preserved in Majlis Library gives a detailed description of this important canonical text and specially mentions its sources
and references which are totally the original works of Nasir-i-Kabir and most of them are not available today. The references
about the canonical texts of ancient Nasiri’s, Abi Ja'far Hausami and his works, Hausam1’s commentary on A/-Ibana, three
manuscripts of written tradition of northern Iran’s NasirT’s, Hausami’s methodology in A/-Ibana and its important points,
writings about A/-Ibana and the tradition of its teaching and learning and a short introduction of Zawa’id-al-Ibana by

Muhammad bin Salih Gilant with two appendices are among other parts of this introduction.

Sayyid Muhammad "Emadi Ha’ir1
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